
If the first battle of opening a small business is winning 

over your investors, the second is winning over your kids.  As Lea 

Carter will tell you, her children groaned when she opened the 

doors of Shellytop Beads last month.  A passionate bead artist, Lea 

had noticed a market for bead supplies in the South Burnett.  “I 

wanted to bring the craft I love to the area that is my home,” Lea 

says.  Finally after selling beading supplies at weekend market stalls 

for over two years, Lea quit her day job and opened a shop in Haly 

Street, Kingaroy.  According to Lea, “the advantage of the shop is 

that customers can now access our beads six days a week instead of 

one.” And some might say that’s just as well for if beading is one 

thing, it’s addictive. 

Open for 
Beadsness

“... I wanted to bring the 

craft I love to the area that 

is my home ...”
— Lea Carter
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